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AB 2588 COMBUSTION EMISSION FACTORS  

 
Emission factors for combustion of natural gas and diesel fuel were developed for use in AB 
2588 emission inventory reports in 1990 and updated in 1991, 1992 and 1995.  These factors 
have been updated again based on new data available from the USEPA (1) (10).   
 
These emission factors are to be used where source testing or fuel analysis are not required by the 
AB 2588 Criteria and Guidelines Regulations, Appendix D.  The factors are divided into external 
combustion sources (boilers, heaters, flares) and internal combustion sources (engines, turbines).  
Natural gas combustion factors are further divided into a number of sub-categories, based on 
equipment size and type. 
 
If better source specific data such as manufacturer's data, source tests, or fuel analysis is 
available, it should be used rather than these emission factors. 
 
Natural Gas Combustion Factors 
 
Natural gas combustion factors were developed for listed substances identified by the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB) as significant components of natural gas combustion emissions (2) 
and for some federal HAPs. 
 
In the past, the VCAPCD has included emission factors for natural gas fired internal combustion 
equipment in this document.  In 2000, the USEPA published air toxics emission factors for 
natural gas fired turbines and engines.  For natural gas fired internal combustion equipment, the 
emission factors from the USEPA publication AP-42 (1) should be used.  
 
For natural gas fired turbines, emission factors from Table 3.1-3 of AP-42, dated April 2000 
should be used.  For natural gas fired internal combustion engines, emission factors from Tables 
3.2-1, 3.2-2, and 3.2-3 of AP-42, dated August 2000, as applicable, should be used. 
 

Natural Gas Fired External Combustion Equipment 
 

 <10 MMBTUh 10-100 MMBTUh >100 MMBTUh flare 

Pollutant                                     Emissions (lb/MMcf) 

benzene 0.0080  0.0058  0.0017  0.159 

formaldehyde 0.0170 0.0123 0.0036 1.169 
PAH's (including naphthalene) 0.0004 0.0004  0.0004  0.014 

naphthalene 0.0003  0.0003  0.0003  0.011 

acetaldehyde 0.0043  0.0031  0.0009  0.043 

acrolein 0.0027  0.0027  0.0008  0.010 

propylene 0.7310  0.5300  0.01553  2.440 

toluene 0.0366  0.0265  0.0078  0.058 

xylenes 0.0272  0.0197  0.0058  0.029 

ethyl benzene 0.0095 0.0069 0.0020 1.444 

hexane 0.0063 0.0046 0.0013 0.029 
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External combustion equipment includes boilers, heaters, and steam generators. 
 
Derivation of Factors 
 
The emission factors for boilers, heaters, and steam generators were based on the results of 
source tests performed mostly on units rated at between 10 and 100 million BTU per hour.  The 
following test data was used:  benzene (3) (6) (16) (19); formaldehyde (3) (6) (19); PAH, 
naphthalene, toluene, xylenes, ethyl benzene (16) (19); acetaldehyde, acrolein, and propylene 
(19); and hexane (20).   
 
The test results listed above were used directly to determine the emission factors for boilers, 
heaters, and steam generators with heat input ratings of 10-100 MMBTU/hr.  For units <10 
MMBTU/hr and >100 MMBTU/hr, were calculated by scaling the factors for 10-100 
MMBTU/hr equipment by the ratios of their TOC emission factors (7). 
 
For flares, the factors were developed by applying the CARB species profiles (8) to the USEPA 
TOC emission factor for flares (1).  The internal combustion species profile was used as CARB 
stated that they had very little confidence in the external combustion profile, and they use only 
the internal combustion profile (9).  Information on acrolein was not contained in the species 
profile used.  It was therefore assumed that the ratio of acrolein to formaldehyde is the same for 
flares as for turbines.  The PAH emission factor is from EPA (10) 
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Diesel Combustion Factors 
 
Diesel (#1, #2 fuel oil) combustion factors were developed for listed substances identified by the 
CARB as significant components of diesel fuel combustion emissions (2) and for federal HAPs 
for which data was available. 
  

Diesel Combustion Factors 
 

 external combustion internal combustion 
Pollutant  Emissions (lb/1000 gal) 

benzene 0.0044  0.1863 

formaldehyde 0.3506  1.7261 
PAH's (including naphthalene) 0.0498  0.0559 

naphthalene 0.0053  0.0197 

acetaldehyde 0.3506 0.7833 

acrolein 0.3506 0.0339 

1,3-butadiene 0.0148  0.2174 

chlorobenzene 0.0002 0.0002 

dioxins ND ND 

furans ND ND 

propylene 0.0100  0.4670 

hexane 0.0035 0.0269 

toluene 0.0044  0.1054 

xylenes 0.0016  0.0424 

ethyl benzene 0.0002 0.0109 

hydrogen chloride 0.1863 0.1863 

arsenic 0.0016 0.0016 

beryllium ND ND 

cadmium 0.0015 0.0015 

total chromium 0.0006 0.0006 

hexavalent chromium 0.0001 0.0001 

copper 0.0041 0.0041 

lead 0.0083 0.0083 

manganese 0.0031 0.0031 

mercury 0.0020 0.0020 

nickel 0.0039 0.0039 

selenium 0.0022 0.0022 

zinc 0.0224 0.0224 

ND - not detected 
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Derivation of Factors 
 
For external combustion equipment, formaldehyde, PAH, and naphthalene emission factors for 
were developed using source test data (17).  Based on information from CARB it was assumed 
that acetaldehyde and acrolein emissions would be the same as formaldehyde (14).  Emission 
factors for toluene, xylenes, propylene, ethyl benzene, and hexane were based on USEPA 
emission factors for total organic compounds and CARB species profile (8) for substances 
identified by CARB as significant.   
 
For internal combustion engines, emission factors for formaldehyde, PAH's, naphthalene, and 
metals were based on source testing (4), (5), (6), (18).  Benzene, acetaldehyde, acrolein, toluene 
and xylenes emission factors were based on sources (4), (5), and (18).  Propylene factors were 
based on source tests (4) and (5).  1,3-butadiene was based on (4).  Ethyl benzene and hexane 
emission factors were based on (18). 
 
For all oil combustion equipment, emission factors for chlorobenzene, hydrogen chloride, and 
metals were based on stack testing and fuel analyses (4), (5), (6), (12), (13), (18).  It was assumed 
that 99.9% of the chlorine contained in the fuel was converted to hydrogen chloride (15), with the 
remainder converted to chlorobenzene.  5% of the chromium in the fuel samples was assumed to 
be emitted as hexavalent chromium (15). 
 
Dioxins (PCDD's), furans (PCDF's), and beryllium were identified as potentially significant 
components of diesel combustion exhaust (2).  However, the only test results for diesel 
combustion found (11) reported "not detected" for dioxins and furans.  Beryllium has not been 
detected in any of the diesel fuel analyses reviewed (4), (5), (6), (12), (13), (18).  For emission 
inventory reporting purposes, facilities should report these compounds on for PRO using an 
emission estimation code of "99" and writing "ND" for the emissions.   
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