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Best air on record in 2004

Ventura, CA (December 10, 2004) -- Ventura County’s air keeps getting cleaner with 2004 experiencing the cleanest air quality on record.  There were NO exceedances of the federal one-hour ozone standard and NO health advisories.  District meteorologists credit a mild summer and October rains for keeping ozone production down.  Residents and businesses of Ventura County deserve credit as well.  Everything done as a community, from recycling, ridesharing, driving fuel-efficient vehicles to emissions controls on factories and cars is slowly but consistently adding up to cleaner air year after year.

The 2004 smog season (May 1 to October 31) experienced only seven periods with elevated temperatures and ozone levels.  As a result, there were 22 exceedances of the California one-hour ozone standard and 17 exceedances of the federal eight-hour ozone standard.  August and September experienced the poorest air quality as high-pressure systems dominated our weather patterns.  High-pressure systems bring calm winds, higher daytime temperatures and strong temperature inversions.  A temperature inversion is an atmospheric condition where a layer of warm air lies above a layer of cooler air.  Cool air off the ocean pushes inland and slides under the earth-warmed air in the valleys, preventing pollutants from rising into the atmosphere and dispersing.  Even during 2004’s high-pressure periods, daily ozone values were still less than in previous years.

Ground-level ozone is not directly emitted into the air from individual sources.  It’s formed when hydrocarbons and oxides of nitrogen react chemically in the presence of sunlight and heat.  Summertime weather, plus emissions from motor vehicles, industry, business, consumer products, and other sources lead to the production of ozone.  High ozone levels cause lung and respiratory irritation and damage, as well as oxidation damage to plants and materials.

Ventura County is classified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a severe non-attainment area for the federal one-hour standard.  To attain the standard, the county’s air quality must not exceed the federal one-hour ozone standard more than three times in three consecutive years.  With no exceedances during 2002, two exceedances in 2003, and one exceedance in 2002, Ventura County has effectively attained the federal one-hour ozone standard.  However, we still must work toward meeting the more stringent federal eight-hour ozone standard and the California one-hour ozone standard.  For additional air quality information and daily forecasts, visit the District’s website at www.vcapcd.org.
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