VENTURA COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT TEAMS WITH VENTURA COUNTY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TO ALERT RESIDENTS ABOUT BREATHING HEALTH HAZARDS
VENTURA, CALIF (JULY 2, 2002) – For the first time in its history, the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) has teamed with local physicians for its annual summertime public awareness campaign. Working with the Ventura County Medical Association (VCMA), the APCD kicked off its 2002 Summer Air Quality & Health Awareness Campaign today at St. John’s Regional Medical Center, one of more than 900 physician offices and health care facilities helping to spread the word about the health hazards of air pollution.

While air pollution has always been a public concern, recent medical studies have shown that ground-level ozone and particulate matter can trigger severe health problems such as asthma, lung cancer, or heart attacks and can also lead to an early death. This poses a great health risk to Ventura County residents, who too often believe they are immune to pollution.

“People move here for the sunshine, warm temperatures, ocean and valleys, but those are also the key ingredients for forming ground-level ozone, or smog,” says Richard H. Baldwin, Ventura County’s Air Pollution Control Officer, who will retire in August.

When Baldwin assumed his position 20 years ago, Ventura County had the 4th worst air quality in the nation. Now, it ranks 21st. 

“On a national level, Ventura County has made the best progress in cleaning our air,” says Baldwin. “Still, Ventura County has exceeded federal standards for air pollution on several occasions, and we have a long way to go.”

For this year’s campaign, the APCD has created several educational pieces to help doctors raise community awareness about the detrimental effects of pollution on our health, and, ultimately, encourage residents to take action to clear the air. VCMA doctors are featured in a series of four posters (including one in Spanish) that will be distributed to every medical office and hospital in Ventura County. The campaign also features physicians in six Air Quality Health Minutes that will run on local English and Spanish radio, as well as Air Quality IQ Cards that will be available in participating offices and hospitals to gauge public awareness about air pollution health issues.

“With the health hazard focus, VCMA doctors are the perfect spokespersons to drive the message home to our residents,” says Mary Carr, executive director of the VCMA. “Doctors are a credible resource, they have a vested interest in educating the community about potential health concerns, and they can raise awareness among Ventura County residents by posting and distributing these materials in their offices.”

With support from the VCMA and county doctors, the APCD hopes that increased public awareness will encourage residents and county officials to work together to improve our air quality. A big undertaking, certainly, but as Baldwin can testify, that’s exactly how Ventura County’s air quality improved three-fold during the last 20 years. 

 “At times, I felt like Harry Potter chasing the elusive Quidditch flying through the air,” says Baldwin. “ Fortunately, we caught it often enough to make a difference in our air, and our health.”
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