NEWS

Air Pollution Control District’s Smog Season Public Awareness Campaign

Launched at the new McDonald’s and 76 Car Wash and Circle K

July 28, 2004

Contact:  
Barbara Page, Public Information Manager, APCD at (805) 645-1415 Barbara@vcapcd.org 

Ventura CA – The Ventura County Air Pollution Control District launched their Smog Season Public Awareness Campaign today.   To reach Ventura County drivers at a critical point of influence, the APCD chose gasoline pump toppers as the media for their message “Don’t Top Off.”  The gasoline pump poster educates drivers while they are refueling that…Spilling a “shot glass” (1oz) of gasoline produces the same smog forming compound emissions as a car driving 56 miles. The event was held at the new super-sized McDonalds, 76 Car Wash convenience center in Oxnard.  McDonalds and local gas stations have partnered with the APCD to help distribute the districts new “7 Days To Cleaner Air Brochure”- A Commuter’s Guide to Better Breathing in Ventura County.  The brochure provides a week full of clean air commuting ideas and tips that offer environmental benefits.  The “Don’t Top It Off” pump toppers demonstrate the APCD’s participation in Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s  “Flex Your Power…at the Pump” program.  
The campaign includes advertising at 152 gasoline station pumps, print ads in the Ventura County STAR and Ventura County Reporter and two radio ads on five Ventura County radio stations.  Eight Ventura County radio DJ’s will be working McDonalds lunchtime drive-thru windows distributing brochures and prizes.   

Ground-level ozone (0-9 kilometers above the earth’s surface) is the primary ingredient of smog.  It is Ventura County’s summertime air pollution problem that is created when other pollutants from sources like vehicle exhaust, paints, degreasing agents and cleaning fluids react with sunlight. Exposure to ground-level ozone can cause chest pain, coughing, wheezing, pulmonary and nasal congestion, shortness of breath, inflammation of lung tissues and can trigger asthma attacks.  Young people constitute the largest group at risk from air pollution.  They inhale more frequently than adults and spend more time outdoors.  Children’s lungs are not fully developed and early respiratory damage can increase the risk of asthma and other respiratory disease in adult life.  In addition seniors, athletes, persons that work outdoors, or have cardiac or respiratory problems are also at risk.      

Ground-level ozone should not be confused with the protective stratospheric ozone layer (9-30 kilometers) above the Earth's surface. This naturally occurring ozone layer protects the Earth's surface from excessive ultra-violet radiation.

· In 2003, more than 100 million people lived in 209 counties with unhealthful ground-level ozone air quality levels based on the nation's 8-hour ozone standard. - VC is one of those areas and is rated "moderate" for ozone by the US EPA.

· Over one-third of the air pollution we breathe comes from transportation sources.

· From 1980 to 2000, vehicle miles traveled in Southern California region almost doubled. 

The Air Pollution Control District has a staff of over sixty employees including inspectors, engineers, planners, technicians, and support staff. The District works with business and industry to reduce emissions from new and existing sources. 

Resources:




    www.fypower.org
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