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2002:  BANNER YEAR FOR CLEAN AIR

Ventura County, CA  (December 17, 2002) – As 2002 draws to a close, Ventura County residents can breathe easier.  Data analyzed by APCD staff indicates Ventura County has experienced a banner year for clean air.  Only one day exceeded the 1-hour National Ambient Air Quality Standard for Ozone. 

“We continue to see improvements in our air quality.” states Michael Villegas, Ventura County Air Pollution Control Officer. “We’ve gone from 122 exceedance days of the federal ozone standard in 1974 to only one this year.  This is terrific news as we work toward our ozone attainment target date of November 2005.”
With Ventura County classified as a severe non-attainment area for ozone by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, to reach attainment air quality must not exceed the federal 1-hour ozone standard more than three times in three consecutive years. With an exceedance of only one day in 2002 and two days in 2001, Ventura County continues on the right track for attainment of this pollutant. Yet weather factors play a critical role in air quality.  Ozone can fluctuate greatly from year to year due to weather alone. 

 “The one exceedance day of the federal 1-hour ozone standard in 2002 occurred in late September in the Ojai Valley during atmospheric conditions of strong high pressure,” said District meteorologist Mallory Ham. “On September 24, Southern California was under the influence of a high pressure system typical for this time of year.  High pressure aloft created stagnant air, light wind conditions, and a strong temperature inversion. These conditions, combined with the normal long hot and sunny days of September, are conducive to ozone formation.  The strong temperature inversion acted like a lid over all inland valleys, trapping pollutants near the surface, and causing ozone levels to increase. Ojai had the highest ozone that day, if only by a very small increment over other inland areas.”

With numbers significantly less than last year’s, the more stringent state 1-hour and federal 8-hour ozone standards were exceeded 23 days and 14 days, respectively.  The long-term trends for these standards also show significant decline.  According to Doug Tubbs, manager of the District’s Monitoring and Technical Services Division, "A 25-year trend analysis shows a steady decline in the number of days each year that Ventura County air quality exceeded the standards. Similarly, there is a decline in the maximum measured levels of ozone on the worst days.  So we are experiencing long-term, significant improvement in our air quality, both in the frequency and magnitude of the smoggiest days.”

Ozone, the main ingredient in smog, is not directly emitted from a particular source.  It is a result of complex photochemical reactions of hydrocarbons and oxides of nitrogen in sunlight.   Summertime weather and emissions from motor vehicles, industry, business, consumer products, and other sources are precursors to ozone production.  Ozone can cause lung and respiratory irritation and damage, as well as oxidation damage to plants and materials.

For additional air quality information and daily forecasts, visit the District’s website at www.vcapcd.org.  You can also check out the site’s Open Air Classroom for tips on what individuals can do to reduce air pollution.
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