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TO: Standing Committee DATE: September 13, 2022 
 Air Pollution Control Board  
 
FROM:   Ali Ghasemi, Air Pollution Control Officer   
 
SUBJECT:   Letter of Support for the Vessel Speed Reduction Program 
 
Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies (PBWBS) is an annual voluntary program which 
was started in 2014 to cut air pollution and protect whales along the coast of 
California.  The program provides monetary and public relations incentives to interested 
shipping companies to reduce ship speeds in the Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) zone 
during the ozone season.  It starts on May 15th and runs to November 15th and includes 
container ships and Auto Carriers which make thousands of transits off the coast of 
California (Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, Oakland, & Hueneme), typically traveling 
at a speed of 15-18 knots.  Shipping companies received recognition and financial 
awards based on the percent of distance traveled by their vessels through the VSR 
zones at 10 knots or less, and credit was given if the average speed of a transit through 
an entire VSR Zone did not exceed 12 knots.  The main goal of this vessel speed 
reduction incentive program is to improve air quality, while protecting blue whales and 
other marine species.  Reduced speeds result in significant reductions in emissions of 
nitrogen oxides (NOx), a precursor to ozone formation, and additional reductions of 
other air pollutants including toxic diesel particulate matter (DPM), and greenhouse 
gases.  Reducing ship speeds also reduces the risk of fatal ship strikes on endangered 
whales and reduces anthropogenic underwater noise in the region. 
 
As you are aware, this is the last year the District has funding to continue supporting the 
VSR program. This program not only improves the air quality in the County, but also 
reduces the incidence of whale mortality from collisions with large vessels.  Additionally, 
this voluntary incentive program is critical in meeting the 2015 National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard for ozone in Ventura County by the statutory deadline in 2026. 
 
Staff drafted a letter of support (attachment) which is addressed to Steven Cliff, 
Executive Director of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to urge CARB to 
secure $4 million in funding to sustain the PBWBS program for the next 5 years. Staff is 
requesting your  Committee’s guidance on how to secure funding from CARB and/or the 
EPA to continue the VSR/PBWBS program, as the program lacks long-term funding and 
it is uncertain if the program will continue in 2023 and beyond, and approval of the 
attached letter of support. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (805) 303-4016 if you have any questions 
regarding this matter.   
 
 


