
VENTURA COUNTY 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

Memorandum 
 
 
TO: Members, APCD Standing Committee DATE: January 13, 2026 
 
FROM: Ali Ghasemi, Air Pollution Control Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Recommendation Regarding Reappointment of Three Hearing Board 

Members to Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board  
  
 

The California Health and Safety Code requires that each air district have a hearing 
board. (Health and Safety Code, §40800.) The Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board  (“Hearing Board”) consists of five members appointed by the Air 
Pollution Control Board. The Hearing Board must consist of two public members, an 
attorney, a registered professional engineer, and a medical professional specializing in 
environmental, community or occupational/toxicologic medicine. (Health and Safety 
Code, §40801.) Each member of the Hearing Board has a three-year term (Health and 
Safety Code §40804). The term of the Hearing Board’s public member position expired 
on January 10, 2025. The term of the Hearing Board’s attorney member position expired 
on October 11, 2024. The term of the Hearing Board’s medical member position expired 
on July 12, 2024. 

Currently, Mr. Victor Kamhi has served as a public member of the Hearing Board since 
January 11, 2022, and has expressed interest in being reappointed. Mr. Kamhi is retired, 
but he was previously the Director of Transit for Ventura County Transportation 
Commission (VCTC). He has worked on several large development projects and has 
collaborated with Southern California Coalition of Governments (SCAG), South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), and San Luis Obispo Air Pollution Control 
District (SLOAPCD), as well as with VCAPCD staff. His work has primary focused on 
transportation control measures. Mr. Kamhi is a resident of Ventura County. 
 
Ms. Valarie Grossman has served as the attorney Hearing Board member since October 
12, 2021, and has expressed interest in being reappointed. She is an attorney with 
Norris Legal Group and is in good standing with both the State Bar of California and the 
Bar of the Central District of California. Ms. Grossman previously served as an 
environmental protection specialist with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
where she focused on air emissions for 15 years. She currently practices civil litigation 
and remains active in environmental nonprofit work. Ms. Grossman is a resident of 
Ventura County.  
 
Dr. Lewis Kanter, M.D., has served as the professional medical Hearing Board member 
since July 13, 2021, and has expressed interest in being reappointed. Dr. Kanter is 



currently the director of Coastal Allergy Care in Camarillo since 1981. Dr. Kanter got his 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Biological Sciences from UC Irvine and his medical 
doctorate (M.D.) from Georgetown University of Medicine in 1973. Dr. Kanter is the 
President of American Association of Certified Allergists and has authored several 
articles published in different journals such as The Journal of Allergy as well as Annals, 
Asthma & Immunology. Dr. Kanter is a resident of Ventura County.  
 
The General Operating Procedures of the Air Pollution Control Board require the 
Standing Committee to screen candidates for appointment to the Hearing Board. The Air 
Pollution Control Board must vote on the recommended appointment in open session. 
If the Air Pollution Control Board does not approve the recommended candidates, the 
Standing Committee must reconvene to make a new recommendation. 

It is recommended that your Standing Committee recommend the Air Pollution Control 
Board reappoint Mr. Kamhi, Ms. Grossman, and Dr. Kanter to the Hearing Board. 
 
This memo has been reviewed by County Counsel. If you have any questions regarding 
this matter, please contact me at (805) 303-4016 or John Henkelman, Manager, 
Compliance Division at (805) 303-3701. 
 
 
 


