
VENTURA COUNTY 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

Memorandum 
 
 
TO: Members, APCD Standing Committee DATE: January 13, 2026 
 
FROM: Ali Ghasemi, Air Pollution Control Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Recommendation Regarding Appointment of One Alternate Public 

Member to Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board  
  
 

The California Health and Safety Code requires that each air district have a hearing 
board. (Health and Safety Code, §40800.) The Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board  (“Hearing Board”) consists of five members appointed by the Air 
Pollution Control Board. The Hearing Board must consist of two public members, an 
attorney, a registered professional engineer, and a medical professional specializing in 
environmental, community or occupational/toxicologic medicine. (Health and Safety 
Code, §40801.) Each member of the Hearing Board has a three-year term. (Health and 
Safety Code §40804.) There are no current appointed alternate Hearing Board members. 

The Air Pollution Control Board may appoint one alternate for each member. (Health 
and Safety Code §40800.) The alternate shall have the same qualification, specified in 
section 40801 of the Health and Safety Code, as the member for whom they serve only 
in the absence of the member, and for the same term as the member.  

The Air Pollution Control District has received eight (8) applications for an Alternate 
Public Hearing Board Member position to serve on the Hearing Board. A summary of 
each applicant based on the information provided in their applications follows, and their 
Application for Appointment to County Boards, Commissions and Committees are 
attached. 

Dulce Setterfield:   

Dulce Setterfield is now retired. She spent the early part of her career in regional 
planning. After that, she worked in the electric utility industry in the Pacific Northwest 
focusing on energy efficiency and emerging (clean) technologies. She later relocated to 
California where she worked on  long-term Energy Savings Performance Contracts 
(ESPC). Most recently, her work broadened to include other Naval Facilities (NAVFAC) 
requirements. Within ESPC, Dulce became familiar with the relevance of the Mojave 
Desert Air Quality Management District to co-generation projects at the Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat Center (MCAGCC) in 29 Palms, where Johnson Controls served as 
the contractor. Dulce Setterfield stated that she has a reference from Supervisor Vianey 
Lopez, who currently serves on the Air Pollution Control Board and noted that she had 



previously worked with Victor Kamhi, who currently serves on our APCD Hearing Board 
as a public member. She has served on other Committees such as the Surfside III 
Condominium Owners; Association (COA): the new AB-1572 Committee; VC Grand Jury 
July 2022 - June 2023. 

Saudamini Sindhar: 

Saudamini Sindhar holds an undergraduate degree in Botany, a Master's degree (MS) in 
Environmental Botany, and a second Master's Degree in Environmental Management 
from Duke University. She has 21 years of natural resource management experience 
across government, academic, non-profit and private sectors. Has managed many 
projects from start to finish. She served as the lead botanist providing technical 
expertise as part of the project construction management (PCM) team for the California 
High Speed Rail (HSR) authority for the CP 2-3 (Bakersfield to Fresno) segment in the 
San Joaquin Valley, CA. Her responsibilities included overseeing the design-builder's 
environmental program to ensure compliance with the permits and mitigation measures 
listed in the project EIR and permit documents. 

Madhusudhana K. Hebbar: 

Madhusudhana K. Hebbar has a Masters Degree in Engineering and is currently 
employed by SupplyFrame, a Siemens subsidiary.  His role is a Senior Database 
Architect. 

Garrett R. Tickle: 

Garrett R. Tickle holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business from California State University 
Channel Islands. He was a member of a fraternity and held a leadership role. He was 
born and raised in Ventura County and hopes to provide an alternative viewpoint to 
many people in California. 

Alex Cohen: 

Alex Cohen was formerly a member of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
Community Partnership Bureau (CPAC). He is also a graduate of Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) and the LAPD Citizen's Academy. 

Bhuvan Pagidipati: 

Bhuvan Pagidipati is an engineering graduate and a Certified Scrum Master with 
extensive experience in information technology (IT) program management, including 
healthcare and behavioral health-related initiatives. He has received training in HIPAA 
and other compliance standards, ensuring regulatory adherence in system 
modernization and data governance projects. He has worked with cross functional 
teams across the globe, managing large-scale initiatives that enhance healthcare IT 
infrastructure and service delivery.  



 
Elsa Dreckmann: 

Elsa Dreckmann served as a volunteer in the neighborhood council for three (3) years 
and has volunteered in her town for many years. 

Jeffrey J. Holmboe: 

Jeffrey Homlboe is licensed under the E-Verify I-9 Corporate Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) program, and worked with a Treasury Licensed Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network (FCEN) Private Investment Firm. He is a California Verified State 
Billing Agency Paralegal Law Student, and Process Server.  

The General Operating Procedures of the Air Pollution Control Board require the 
Standing Committee to screen candidates for the vacancy and make a recommendation 
for appointment to the Hearing Board. The Air Pollution Control Board must vote on the 
recommended appointment in open session. If the Air Pollution Control Board does not 
approve the recommended candidates, the Standing Committee must reconvene to 
make a new recommendation. 

It is recommended that your Standing Committee consider the candidates for potential 
recommendation to the Air Pollution Control Board of one alternate public member for 
appointment to the Hearing Board. 
 
This memo has been reviewed by County Counsel.  If you have any questions regarding 
this matter, please contact me at (805) 303-4016 or John Henkelman, Manager, 
Compliance Division at (805) 303-3701. 
 
 
Attachments: Applications for Appointment (8) 


